Introduction of VC
Ladies and gentlemen, distinguished guests, colleagues, and friends,
Professor Emmanuel Kanchebe Derbile is the Vice-Chancellor of the Simon Diedong Dombo University of Business and Integrated Development Studies (SDD-UBIDS), Wa, Ghana. A Professor of Development Planning, he earned his PhD in Development Studies (2010, University of Bonn), MSc in Development Planning and Management (2004), and BA in Integrated Development Studies (1999).
Prof. Derbile seeks to position SDD-UBIDS as a centre of academic excellence for practical-oriented training and cutting-edge research, blending the concepts of a learning, adaptive and entrepreneurial university to ensure growth and sustainability. His strategic priorities for the University include:
· Strengthening leadership and governance through strategic planning, digitisation, gender-inclusive policies, and the creation of a Directorate of Health Services.
· Expanding academic programmes and enrolment, including new faculties in health sciences, agriculture, tourism, and environmental change, plus an Open Campus for distance and online learning.
· Bridging academia and industry with practical training, community outreach, and international collaborations.
· Enhancing infrastructure and human resources, promoting grant-funded research, establishing an endowment fund, and integrating digitisation and artificial intelligence for modern university management.
· Fostering staff and student development, internationalisation, alumni engagement, and a vibrant research culture to secure global visibility and financial sustainability.
With 25 years of academic and administrative service since 1999, Prof. Derbile has held major leadership roles: Foundation Pro Vice-Chancellor (2020–2023), second-term Pro Vice-Chancellor (Sept 2023–Apr 2024), Acting Vice-Chancellor (Jan–Apr 2024), and Vice-Chancellor (May 2024–present). Earlier, he served as Acting Principal of the UDS Wa Campus (2019–2020), two-term Dean of the Faculty of Planning and Land Management (2014–2020), Vice-Dean, and Head of Department.
An accomplished scholar with over 50 peer-reviewed publications, he has supervised more than 25 master’s and several PhD theses, and has led or co-led research and capacity-building projects exceeding €1.8 million. Nationally, he served as a Commissioner of the National Development Planning Commission (2015–2017) and has consulted widely on development planning, climate change adaptation, and sustainable livelihoods.
